
NORTH LYON COUNTY FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT TAX QUESTION 

 

Shall the North Lyon County Fire Protection District (the “Fire District”) be 

authorized to levy additional property tax upon all North Lyon County property 

owners within the Fire District’s boundary (most of the City of Fernley) to be used 

to hire emergency response personnel, in the amount of $0.05 per $100 of 

assessed property valuation, for a period of up to 30 years. The tax would 

improve much needed staffing to provide for a safer community, and be 

exempted from the tax cap provisions of NRS 361.4722 through NRS 361.4724, 

inclusive the first year implemented. 

 

 

EXPLANATION 

 

A “yes” vote would permit the North Lyon County Fire Protection District (the 

“Fire District”) to levy an additional property tax to be used solely for additional 

emergency response personnel.  This would include: hiring personnel, salaries, 

personal protective equipment and training for the new personnel to help meet 

increases in call volume. The estimated cost for an owner of a new home with a 

fair market value of $100,000 (appraised value $35,000) is $17.40 per year, or 

$1.45 per month. 

 

A “no” vote would indicate disapproval of the tax as outlined in this question and 

will require the Fire District to function within its current financial shortfall and 

operate with less than adequate staffing. 

 

 



ARGUMENT ADVOCATING PASSAGE 

The North Lyon County Fire Protection District (the Fire District), is asking for a 

five cent increase to property tax to hire more emergency response personnel. To 

keep Fernley safe it is critical that we have staff at the station ready to respond at 

any time. The increase would be $17.40 per year or $1.45 for a home with a fair 

market value of $100,000 (assessed value of $35,000).  The last increase passed 

by the voters was in 1995, 21 years ago. A “yes” vote will enable the Fire District 

to provide better protection to our growing community. 

 

ARGUMENT OPPOSING PASSAGE 

A “NO” vote advises the North County Fire Protection District, that the citizens of 

Fernley accept the services they are receiving from the Fire District.  

Supporting the North Lyon County Fire Protection District will increase your 

property taxes. Even though this measure is for the hiring of new employees, will 

that give the District enough money to do this?  Last time the increase of property 

taxes was on the ballot the Fire District was asking for $0.24 tax increase. This 

time they are asking for $0.05 tax increase.  

We all know how important it is to have a fire department, and an and ambulance 

service. Is it really necessary to have a tax increase if we have trained volunteer 

firefighters? With volunteer firefighters and the proper training, the fire 

department would have more coverage, and less expense. Fernley is in a growth 

spurt. Should it not be up to the new businesses that are coming into Fernley to 

buy equipment that is needed for the fire department for their needs? The extra 

money we save on equipment could be put toward hiring new firefighters or 

paramedics. 

Another question that should be considered whether the increases in taxes are 

going strictly for hiring new firefighters or giving the present firefighters a raise? 

 



REBUTTAL TO ARGUMENT OPPOSING PASSAGE 

Volunteers are an integral component of the Fire District’s staffing, they are well 

trained and provide a great service to the community. Most of the District’s 

volunteers work during the day and are not always available to respond to calls 

during that time. Because paid staff are assigned to work specific shifts, this is the 

only way the Fire District can be sure we have adequate staff ready to respond 24 

hours a day, seven days a week. Paid staff make the critical first response, during 

the first few minutes and are reinforced by volunteers as they arrive.  

New development can be required to provide equipment, even new firehouses, 

but not salaries. What good is a fire truck if you don’t have anyone to operate it? 

Because impact fees are not a reliable source of revenue, they cannot legally be 

used for salaries. 

REBUTTAL TO ARGUMENT ADVOCATING PASSAGE 

Not all homes have a fair market value of $100,000, so many people will end up 

paying more. There should be a more fair system so everyone pays the same 

amount.  We don’t know for sure Fernley will start growing in the next year or 

two so we should wait and see if it happens.  

ANTICIPATED FINANCIAL EFFECT 

The estimated cost for the owner of a new home with a fair market value of 

$100,000 (appraised value of $35,000) is $17.40 per year or $1.45 per month and 

would last for 30 years. The cost for administering the tax increase would be 

minimal as the funds would be handled the same as other revenue by the 

department.  

 

 

 


